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PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED WIlH THE B U I L D I N G  

OF CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL, NEWCASTLE 1868- 1902 

JANE LLE PAUL I NG 

SYNOPSIS 

The Diocese of  Newcastle faced many problems when i t  contemplated 
bu i ld ing  a Cathedral i n  1868. This paper t r a c e s  t h e  developm&t 
o f  t h e  bu i ld ing  and the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  faced,  e s p e c i a l l y  regarding 
f inance,  u n t i l  1902 when the  f i r s t  s tage  was completed. 







The Bishop consented t h a t  a l l  monies der ivable  from the  Glebe, 

whether f o r  mineral r i g h t s  o r  l e a s i n g  the  surface ,  be devoted t o  the  

bui ld ing o f  the  cathedral :  l2 The popular thought, obviously, was t h a t  

enough money would be obtained from the  Glebe land t o  commence and 

s u s t a i n  work on the  Cathedral .  This proved t o  be Ear from the  t r u t h ,  

because, although m0ne.y from the  Glebe land provided a s i g n i f i c a n t  

proport ion o f  money used t o  fund the  Cathedral,  i t  alone %as never enough 

t o  cont inual ly  ca r ry  on the  bui ld ing.  Indeed, it seems, on r e f l e c t i o n ,  

t h a t  Bishop Pearson was c l o s e r  t o  the  t r u t h  i n  1880, when he s a i d  t h a t  while 

never be b u i l t .  
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However, i n  1871, it was s t i l l  regarded a s  the  main f u t c r e  source o f  

revenue. But i n  1872 the r e n t  was a meagre £18 and t h i s  d id  not  even go 

i n t o  the  Cathedral fund, but  was paid  t o  the  incumbent a s  add i t iona l  

s t ipend .  l4 This r e f l e c t s  the  problems the  Diocese was having genera l ly  

regarding f inance.  The f a c t  t h a t  f o r  the  years  1868 t o  1882 the rnpst money 

received from a l l  sources by the  Diocesan Council was £6205 shows t h a t  the  

Diocese was r e a l l y  i n  no f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n  t o  s e r i o u s l y  contemplate bui ld ing 
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a ca thedra l  during t h i s  period.  

The Building Committee re-formed i n  1873, a f t e r  a  four  year break, 

and the  Chairman confirmed t h a t  the  lack o f  finance was the prime cause o f  

delay i n  beginning work on the  Cathedral .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  " th i s  long cessa t ion  

from a c t i v e  opera t ions  i n  connection with the  bui ld ing o f  the  Cathedral has 

a r i s e n  from our  having had it by degrees forced upon us, t h a t  owing t o  the  

g r e a t  d i f ference  between the  est imated c o s t  o f  the  design and a c t u a l  tenders 

The Committee now formed was, however, seen t o  be i n  a b e t t e r  pos i t ion  

than the  previous one, t o  push ahead with the commencement o f  the  Cathedral .  

But t h i s  expecta t ion  proved hopeless,  a s  i n  March 1875, the  design s t i l l  had 

not  been adopted. 













f i n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  because they  simply d id  n o t  have t h e  funds t o  do s o .  

On the  14th Apr i l ,  1893, t he  Committee had i n s t r u c t e d  the a r c h i t e c t  t o  

give St raub  n o t i c e  t o  suspend the  work i n  accordance wi th  the  provis ion  

c a l l e d  on everyone t o  c o n t r i b u t e ,  because "the fund was more than 
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exhausted". 

A t  t he  same Synod meeting, t h e  Building Committee r epor t ed  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  

t o  pay the  " l a s t  c e r t i f i c a t e  f o r  £3,762 and o t h e r  cont ingent  l i a b i l i t i e s  

i t  has  been necessary  t o  o b t a i n  an ove rd ra f t  o f  E1,500ff. Despite t h i s ,  they  

recommended t h a t  a l l  e f f o r t s  be made t o  complete t h e  bu i ld ing ,  and t h a t  t h e  

E5,000 necessary  be borrowed while  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  were being sought.  They 

f e l t  t h a t  i f  t h e  work were suspended, no t  only  would t h e  b u i l d i n g  s u f f e r  

from exposure, but  a  new c o n t r a c t  would bc f o r  a  much h ighe r  amount. 

A newspaper r e p o r t  o f  1894 s t a t e d  t h a t  I f a t  every meeting o f  Sjmod, t h e  

Bishop. . . r e f l e c t s  upon the  a c t i o n  o f  wealthy p a r i s h i o n e r s  i n  the  Diocese 

4 4 f a i l i n g  t o  con t r ibu te  t o  t h e  funds o f  t he  Cathedral . .  . I f .  However, t h e  

t r u t h  was t h a t  t he  1890's were an extremely bad pe r iod  f o r  t h e  ~ o ' m i t t e e  t o  

be canvassing funds f o r  t h e  Cathedral  because by 1892 most o f  A u s t r a l i a  was 

i n  the  g r i p  of  t he  worst  depression it had y e t  experienced.  The per iod  

i n d u s t r i a l  s t r i f e  and t h e  worst drought  on record .  Thus, d e s p i t e  appeals  t o  

t h e i r  conscience, t h e  pa r i sh ione r s  o f  the Diocese probably could n o t  a f fo rd  

a t  t h i s  time t o  g ive  t o  t h e i r  church, t o  any e x t e n t .  

Because of t h i s  and o t h e r  f a c t o r s ,  t h e  Committee was forced  t o  secure  

a  loan f o r  the  money t o  continue with the work. The Aust ra l ian  Mutual 

Provident  Socie ty ,  when approached, had o f fe red  t o  lend  £5,000 on very 

moderate terms,  on t h e  guarantee o f  a  l a r g e  number o f  c h ~ r c h m e n . ~ '  m e  loan 

secured,  Synod resolved  " to  i n s t r u c t  t he  Building Committee t o  proceed with 

the  completion o f  a l l  p re sen t  c o n t r a c t s  of  t h e  Cathedral . .  . as  soon a s  the  





s e t  the  va lue  of  t h e  work done a t  £6,500, while t h a t  remaining t o  be done 

was £9,000, This  impl ied  t h a t  t h e  Committee had not  rece ived  va lue  f o r  

money, and a l s o  t h a t  they  would need much more money t o  cont inue  than  
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p rev ious ly  a n t i c i p a t e d .  

The Building Committee were anxious t o  f r e e  themselves of  t h e  deb t  t o  

t h e  A.M.P. Soc ie ty ,  and reso lved  "not t o  proceed with t h e  bu i ld ing  u n t i l  t h e  

sum o f  £3,000 could be pa id  o f f ' .  A s  they d i d  n o t  i n t e n d ,  t o  cont inue  work 

immediately,  they  informed Hunt t h a t  they would pay him what was d ~ e  and 

50 
t e rmina te  h i s  agreement. 

They a l s o  reso lved  t h a t  whenever c r e d i t  o f  t h e  Committee made it 

p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  amount due t o  t h e  A.M.P. should be reduced. In  1896 t h e  Dean 

undertook t o  o b t a i n  a loan,  s i n c e  no o t h e r  means were a v a i l a b l e ,  f o r  a 

s u f f i c i e n t  amount t o  pay of f  t h e  f i r s t  £1,000 due under  t h e  mortgage. 

However, i n  1898 c o n t r i b u t i o n s  were s t i l l  be ing  sought t o  pay o f f  t h i s  

5 2 
f i rs t  in s t a lmen t .  

Cathedral  and t o  encourage moves toward completion. Canvassing o f  

s u b s c r i p t i o n s  once more took p l a c e .  In  1899 t h e  Bui ld ing  Committee sought 

a r e p o r t  from Fred K .  Menkens a s  t o  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  manner i n  which t o  

proceed with t h e  Cathedra l .  Af t e r  cons ide r ing  var ious  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  Menkens 

suggested t h a t  " the work n o t  be recommenced u n t i l  such a time a s  you s e e  

your way c l e a r  t o  complete t h e  w a l l s  i n  one un in t e r rup ted  cont rac t" .  

This r e p o r t  l e d  t o  renewed e f f o r t s  f o r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  a s  d i d  t h e  

occurrence o f  t h e  Diocesan J u b i l e e .  The appointment, i n  1900, o f  

Bishop John Franc is  S t r e t c h  a s  Dean o f  Newcastle, gave f r e s h  impetus t o  t h e  

s i t u a t i o n .  The p l ans  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  were recons idered ,  a s  Bishop S t r e t c h  

and l i k e l y  i n c r e a s e  i n  popu la t ion .  
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